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P.O. Box 1970 Richland, WA 99352

August 14, 1991 9155751

Ms. E. A. Bracken, Director
Environmental Restoration Division
U.S. Department of Energy

Field Office, Richland

Richiand, Washington 99352

Dear Ms. Bracken:

INITIATION OF PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES FOR THE 200-WEST CARBON TETRACHLORIDE
EXPEDITED RESPONSE ACTION

§
Reference: Letter, P. T. Day, EPA, and T. L. Nord, Ecology, to

S. H. Wisness, RL, "200 West Area Carbon Tetrachloride Interim
Response Action," dated December 20, 1990.

Westinghouse Hanford Company will proceed with the design, procurement, and
site preparation associated with the full-scale soil carbon tetrachloride
vapor extractijon for the 200-West Area Carbon Tetrachloride Expedited
Response Action, in advance of the receipt of the Action Memorandum. The
Action Memorandum is the mechanism for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to approve the start of the full-scale cleanup. These actions
are necessary to expedite cleanup at the 200-West Area, as agreed to in the
Agreement in Principle (Attachment 1) by the EPA, State of Washington

Department of Ecology (Ecology), and U.S. Department of Energy-Headquarters
(DOE-HQ).

Activities performed during "site preparation” are those which are already
recognized by the EPA and Ecology as consistent with the preferred
alternative for extraction of the carbon tetrachloride (reference letter).
In addition, those activities to be performed during site preparation were
atso performed in preparation for the April soil vapor extraction test,
sanctioned under a categorical exclusion under Section D of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Guidelines (Attachment 2). The actual
startup of the full-scale system will not occur until both the Action

Memorandum is issued by the EPA and NEPA documentation is approved by DOE-HQ.

Hanford Operations and Engineering Conlractor for the US Department of Energy
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Unless otherwise notified by your office, we will continue to prepare for
full-scale soil vapor extraction. If there are any questions, please contact
me on 376-7000, or Mr. T. M. Wintczak of my staff on 376-0902.

Very truly yours,

R. D. Wojtasek, Manager
Environmental Restoration Program
Environmental Division
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AGREEHEHT TN PRINCIPLE
Getween th: United States Department of Energy,
the United ttatus Enviranmental Protection Agency,
and the State of Washinguon

THLS AGREEMENT is entered into between the Unfted States Department of
£nergy (DQE), the united Staces Eavironmental Protaction Agency (EPA), and the
State of Washington. "

WHEREAS, the partie: to this AGREEMEHT have previously eatared intu the
Hanford Federal Facillty ryreement and Consuent Order on May 15, 1989, (Tri-
Party Agreement) to provide for the coordinated afforts of all parties to
assure compliance of UOE Hanfuord Site activitics with requiremencs of the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), "including
correclive actions and remedfal actions required by thosa Acts, and applicable
state law; and

WHEREAS, the partie: have pursuanl o RCRA, CERCLA and the Tri-Party
Agreemant instituted the process of conducting CERCLA remedfal investigatians
and feasibility studles (RI/FS) and RCRA Facility asrn5vmentq and corruective
measures studies {RTI/CMS) of operable units on the Nanford Gite; and

WHERCAS, the parties are desivous of taking immadiate steps to
accelerate the phy51ua] reitoration of the Hanford Stte priof to completion of
RI/FS and RF] activities through performance of expedited response acrioni:

HOW, THEREFQRE, DOE, EPA, and the Stace of Washington agree as rollows:

I That each party reaffirms its commitment to the Tri-Party
Aqredment..

ra

That USDOC reaffirms {ts obligations and commitment to scek
sufflcienl Funding fram Cangress to meet a1l existing mileitones
In the Tri-Party Agreement and future new milestones or revised
milestones eslablished by agreemenl of Lhe parlies 1n accordance
with Article XL of the Tri-Party Agyceement.

3. DOC has identified a list of potential Hanford Site projects which
may be cansidered for expedited response actions. Candicate
prajects under consideration for expedited response acbticns,
include, but are not limited ta:

a. 618+9 Durial Ground Remediation
b, 200 Area Process Trenches Sediment flenoval
"¢, 200 Mest Area Carbon Tetrachloride Treatment.,

q, DOE will propose the selected profects to Ccolagy and EPA Tor
their review of the technical basis, costs and feasibility for
these projects. The three partles will jointly propose to the
public those projects if they meet regulatory approval. The three
parties will follow the public invalvement praceduras of the
Tri-Party Agreement and the CERCLA Hational Canting:ncy Plan.
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5. Following requlalary and gublic review, DOE commits ta
implementing those three candidate projects, or olher apprapriate
arojects from the 1ist, pursuant to a schedule agreed upon by Lhn
three parties., DOF comnils to the implemeatation of thosa
projects as additions Lo the Iri-Party Agreement and without an
impact on Lhe existing milestones af the Tei-Parly Agresment.

b. In order to understand Lhe tatal activities under considuratian
and ta establish a Laseline (or the activity which can be usad as
a basis for decisions and against which prugress can be measured,
the inttial step far each of the potential prajects is the
development of a detatled cost estimate based upon that plan.

7. These activities will be conducted in a manner conslstent with
prydent management and will serve as a mode! for future activities
in the Environmental Restoration and Waste Hanagement Program,

8. The parties will use their best ef(orts to complete the steps
identified In the -fureqoing pavagraphs as seon as practical.

HOM, THEREFORE, the parties hareto have signed this AGREEWENT in’
racagnilion of their predge of mutual best efforts Lo achieve Lhvough
cooperation and negutiition, in goad faith, the welerstandings as set forth
above on this J8th day of Ocluber, 1960,
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Section D NEPA Guidelines
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Categorical Exclusion Determination - Characterization of Contamination ior‘ DSTRIBUTKXE
SUBJECT:  Expedited Response Action for the 200 West Area Carbon Tetrachloride B SR
Disposal Site, Hanford Site, Richland, Washington Ame
T carol. Borgstrom WmD
Director oCC
Office of NEPA Oversight emp
ome
I have approved the subject categorical exclusion under Section D of the /S
Department of Energy’s National Cnvironmental Policy Act Guidelines and am
forwarding it Lo you for review.
1
I request that you nolify me within 2 weeks, in accordance with the Interim
Procedural Guidelines for implementation of SEN-15-90, whether you have any
objections to this determination.
Leo P. Duffy § f
Director
Office of Environmental Restoration
and Waste Management
Attachment
HEGEIVED .L Commitment Conl,
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Categorical Exclusion Determination

Proposed Aclion

Characterization of Contamination for Expedited Response Action for the 200
West Area Carbon Tetrachloride Disposal Site, Hanford Site, Richiand,
Washington.

Location

Richland, Washington

Description of Propused Action :

Characterize the carbon tetrachloride contamination in the vadose zone
around the 216-7Z-9 irench, 216-Z-1A Tile Field, and the 216-Z-18 Crib by
analysis of existing data, soil gas sampling, and well and probe sampling.
The characterization data will be used to select the remediation
alternatives. The selection of the remedial method to be used would be
based on appropriate National Environmental Policy Act review and additional
NEPA documentation will be required before cleanup activities could begin.
This expedited response aclion is necessary to stop the continued spread of
carbon tetrachloride from Lhese areas and will not cause inadvertent or
uncontrolled movement of contaminants to the environment. The proposed
activity will not affect any envirommentally sensitive areas.

This determination does not address the cieanup portion of this action.

Categorical Exclusion (CX) to be Applied (Section D, DOE NEPA Guidelines)

The CX to be applied is identiflied in the lederal Register Volume 55, Number
174, dated September 7, 1990, for:

"Site characterization and environmental moniloring, including siting,
construction, or operation of characterization and monitoring devices, under
CERCLA and RCRA, if the activities would not introduce or cause the
inadvertent or uncontrolled movement of hazardous substances as defined in
section 101(14) of CERCLA, pollutants or contaminants as defined in 101(33)
of CERCLA, or nonnalive organisms, and would not adversely affect
environmentally sensitive areas..."”



[ have determined that the proposed action meets the requirements for the CX
referenced above.

Therefore, I have determined that the proposed action may
be categorically excluded from further NEPA review and documentation.

Approval: (i::j§E§ijj7

Leo P. Duffy, Director
Office of Environmental Res
and Waste Management, [M-1

Eplion

Date: 3 H/J/’? /

EH-25 has reviewed this determination and has no objection

Carg%%;Uﬂ8/?£i£l£§?ZZ£d

. Borgstrom, Director
Office of NEPA Oversight, EH-25

Date: 5§4§h9/47/
7 7
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